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WHEN a man, however inadvertently, has received 
the military bounty, he is confidered to all intents and 
purpofes enlifted, and it becomes him to fubmit with 
cheerfulnefs to the orders of his fuperior, to perform 
with readinefs and gaiety the exercife in the drill, and 
be prompt and alert in the execution of any tour of duty 
that may be affigned him. If he difplays a coolnefs, and 
intrepidity in the day of battle, he will be publicly 
honored and promoted ; and if difabled from further 
duty, he will be laid up in the hofpital for invalids, or 
honorably placed on the penfion lift for life ; there to 
enjoy the fweet fatisfaction of having feen his good in- 
tention fucceed, and be at liberty to * fhoulder his 
crutch and fhew how fields were won.” Soa man, hav- 
ing inadvertently offered a few hafty fketches and re- 
ceived the csmplimentary advance, is called upon to af- 
fume his colors, and be known by “a local habitation 
anda name.” The fortune, however of an author, is 
eflentially different from that of a foldier. On the 
expiration of the foldier’s term of enliftment, if his 
conduct has wet been eminent, he is honorably dif- 
charged. <A writer, it is true, is at liberty to withdraw 
whenever he pleafes, but then, unlefs his merit entitle 
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him to a certificate of naturalization, he is liable to b 

leized by the furecons of literature, as a proper fubie@ 
he oe ry . fe . od * +e 

to be difected alive for the benefit of the repu li: 


] 


ab : ass, a 
lerations may attord io: 


letters. Poflibly two confix 
little confolation in a cafe of this kind. : 
place he is. affociated with a multitude of fimilar cul- + 
prits, and may poilibly acquire new life and energy 


—. La ' a 1; ark sonnet 7 ] 
irom the coiiuion of dalicordant ipirit ° In tie ie ond, 


he has learned, that the moft eminent writers are equal- 

‘7 ~Y C~ | ‘ s+ - ‘ . Licanite . oart | 

lv ¢ <poted to the torture and the knife. Te linads t 

fome men delight more in magnifying a minute blem- 
we WY é ‘ 


ifh on the features of genius than in tracing the prin- 
ciples of life, and in difplaying the moft happy and regu- 
lar organization of body. He knows, likewife, that a 

{troke inflicted on the delicate texture of an Addifon 

or Pope, makes a deeper and more durable impreffion 

than one of twice its weight on the rough fides of their | 
cotemporaries Dennis and Cibber. 

Not expecting the fortune of the one, nor defiring 
that of the other of thefe claffes ; too humble ever to 
emerge into notice, and too obf{cure toaftord an example, 
if the defultory obfervations of a volunteer, can w/efulty 
fill a page of the Toilet, they will fometimes be com- 


municated under the title of Sketch. : 








{x is hardly doubtful, that ferv:lity is incompatible 
with real complaifance ; though lke ceremony and 
good breeding, they are often confounded. Complai- 
{ance varies more with the fafhion of the times, is a mode 
rather than a habit, and exactly fuits itfelf to the cir- 
cumftances of the cafe. Servility is adopted from ne- 


ceflity, is continued from cuftom, till it becomes a fe 
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tled and confirmed habit. A kind of genteel confi- 
dence, growing out of polifhed fociety is attached to 
the man of good breeding, and diffufes an indifcribable 
erace over all his a¢tions. From a mean education, | 
+ thould hope, and not from turpitude of heart, is deriv- 
ed that dinginefs, which attends all the actions of a man 
of fervile manners. 

Men who have emerged from a ftate of extreme de- 
pendence, while they determine entirely to fhake off 
the appearance of fervility, often affect a ftyle of com- 
plaifance that is highly ridiculous. The weapon that is 
Hourifhed with graceful eafe, in the hands of a veteran 
officer, muft be ufed with great circumfpection by the 
raw recruit. 

In many fervile imitators of elegant manners, we 
might fufpect a deficiency of good fenfe, didiwe not in 
the morning, before the fafhion of the day is aflumed, 
difcover a mind well furnifhed with knowledge, and an 


ingenuity of obfervation that denoted a quicknels of 
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apprehenfion. It is in the exterior only that fuch men 
fail of exhibiting the gentleman. 
There is another clafs who exhibit a very fingular 





a ! character. In removing from the country to town they 
~ | feem to have fuffered a total dereliction of memory. 
Such men are certainly deferving of commiferation, 
fince the beft and wifeft men of all ages and nations, 
have declared that from the fountains of memory are 
derived the {prings of confolation and happinefs. ‘The 
little details of our boyifh days, are to them trifling and 


abiurd : they have begun life anew, and with hearts 


~ ed 
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panting for riches, power, and refpect, trample on the 
duft of their native village, with as much infolence as 
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a French Direétor ftalks over the ruins of his monarch’s 
palace. A young woman of a very pretty countenance, 
and decently dreffed, was the other day pafling the 
houfe of my friend Dedam in Norfolk, when an old 
man accofted her, with a look of peculiar complacency. 
The girl dropped a low curtefy and hurried along. 
<< Poor Sukey,” faid the old man, “ her heart is full 
of forrow. Ben, while at home, courted her feven years. 
But fince he has lived in town and got money, he fays 
it would difgrace him to marry a woman who had never 
feen genteel life, fo he juft calls to fay * how d’ye do,’ 
and leaves her to find another fweetheart.” 





THE CENSOR. 


WE give the moft implicit credit to that writer, or 
fpeaker, who appears to take the greateft intereft in 
our own affairs. Hence the parent,” whofe foul is 
bound up in the life of his child, is moft happily fituat- 
ed in this refpect. How eafy is it for him to direct 
the genius, the defires and habits of thofe, whom he fo 
tenderly loves! Yet, it is not uncommon, to fee the 
indulgent father, inftead of correcting the exuberance 
of puerile paffion and folly, gratify the moft unreafon- 
able propenfity, and encourage a life of diffipation, 
rather than counteract the ardent wifhes of his favorite 
fon | While the partial mother can difcern no eccen- 
tricity in her darling boy, nor a freckle on the face of 
a beloved daughter ! Accuftomed to look on their own 
children as prodigies and paragons, they receive the 
precepts, which are given for the management of com- 
mon minds, with difdain. Perfection of organization 
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muft require an unufual method of culture. An unac- 


countable fagacity, at the birth of a child, muft not 
only flatter the pride of the expectant parent, but 


muft put his own invention upon the wreck, to 
form fit inftitutions for the improvement of the price 
which is put into his hands. ‘That, which was known 
to thofe of old time, would be trafh to thofe, who, 
without difpute, were born to inftruct and aftonifb 
future ages. But, in order to gain a pafiport through 
this old fafhioned world, a flight attention muft be 
paid to the vulgar notions of its inhabitants. The art 
of reading profe, which is decently ea/y, without {pell- 
ing more than half the words, of perfectly recollecting 
what books, pamphlets and papers it is fafhionable to 
condemn, is necceflary to aftonifh the mob with an 
uncommon profoundnefs and extent of reading. A 
monkith feclufion from fociety would be peculiarly un- 
favorable to the acquifition of this kind of fcholarfhip ; 
many modern circles are adorned with luminaries, emi- 
nent in each of thefe important branches. To them, 
therefore, I muft refer the parent of perfec? children, to 
procure the fecond degree de more academearum Euro 
pearuni. 

But to thofe, who have been fo unhappy, as to _per- 
ceive that their children have a few failings ; that they 
require much attention and direction, to be at all times 
purfuing the way they fhould go, a different method of 
culture may be fafely recommended. 

Propenfities, and habits, either rational, or bafe, 
grow and are regulated by the objects, which are pre- 
fented to allure; and the mind, which habitually fub- 
mits to thofe, which are the moft fafcinating, without 
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difcriminating between their qualities, may as oft be 
enticed by the evil as the good. Here, then, is the 
proper province of the parent, or inftructor. To note 
the firft dawn of genius, and mark the native tendency 
of inclination, as the index of future profoundnefs, or 
volatility, of heroic virtue, or of timid caution and fe- 
datenefs. Subjects and examples fuited to their inguir- 
ies and obfervation fhould ever be a ftudy of ferious 
attention. Characters congenial and pleafing fhould 
be fought as companions, to fix habits of fympathy ond 
affection, ere infincerity finds a place in the h<art. 
The refpect, which the child is taught to fhow to the 
companions of its parents fhould never be forced to 
fervility, unlefs their virtues and refpeétability are fuf- 
ficiently prominent to attract its love and efteem. To 
force us to love the vicious is to compel us to refpect 
vice. ‘The child fhould, therefore, be taught to look 
on virtue and its adherents with reverance and efteem, 
to court only their applaufe and approbation ; while 
the gewegaws of vice and deformity fhould be prefented 
only as objects of horror and averfion. ‘The young fe- 
male, as fhe comes forward in fociety, is neceflarily fub- 
jected to a group of chara¢ters as various, as is the wick- 
ednefs of man. At this giddy period of life, what but 
a heart untainted, and a fet of principles founded on the 
bafis of parental love and difcretion, can fteadily protect 
from the extended arms of adulation, and that ruin, 
which her moft ardent admirer is fecretly preparing ? 
This is a queftion which muft reach the feelings of 
every one, who is not fteeled to the tears of female mii- 
ery, and loft to the moft endearing ligaments of human 


fociety. 
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Mr. Epiror, 


Havine the pleafure of being in the company of a 
polite circle, the other evening, I was a fpectator to the 
following obfervations, which I fend to your difpofal. 

“* And pray, what would you have my dear child,” 
was the reply of an amiable and indulgent parent to the 
{prightly obfervations of her daughter, in the circle of 
about a dozen young ladies, moft of whom were freely 
commenting on the merit and demerit of your ‘prattling 
Toilet. ? « And pray what would you have my lovely 
Caroline, of this new comer? Is it reafonable to expect of 
it, in its infancy, that perfection which age and experience 
alone can give it, and which is fo effentially neceffary to 
every thing intelligent ; a talent fufficient to anticipate 
all your wifhes and expe¢tations ? Would it not be more 
cordial to communicate to the Editor your opinion of 
what would be moft acceptable to the fair daughters of 
New England ? what ftyle of compofition is moft in re- 
pute, and what the moft old fafhioned ; what is palatable 
and what offenfive? Habituated as you are to reading 
romantic fiction, the produ¢tion of foreign climes, 
whofe grand aim is the extinction of fublime and virtu- 
ous fentiments, and the overthrow of all moral princi- 
ples ; principles which are fo nicely interwoven by the 
great Architect, to augment the happinefs of the human 
race, to fweeten their enjoyment in the prefent fcene of 
action, and finally to render them more capable of en- 

joying a paradife of blifs ? Yes, my dear, I fear it is the 
perufal of this fiction, that robs the common incidents 
of life of half their charms, and renders infipid, that 
which is calculated for your greateft good. For my 
part, Iam highly pleafed with the profpectus of this 
new adventurer, and although it may have imper- 
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fections, ftill it has merit. I hope it will not experi- 
ence the fame fate of the Nightingale, whofe melody 
was calculated to charm its liftening auditors; and, 
had it the power of continuing its notes, would have 


captivated its patrons; but, alas? it fell in the morn 
of life. And the Tablet, which was cultivated by fo re- 
fined 2 tafte, fo capable of feleéting and refining from 
the hot bed of the mufes, and the grove of Parnaffus, 
was untimely buried in the rubbith of neglected merit.” 
Unite, ye lovely fair ones, unite your efforts to fofter 
this friendly vifitor ; give him that animation which 


your pens alone are capable to afford ; raife him to emi- 
nence and yourfelves to fame. SPECTATOR. 





REMARKS ON THE ABOVE. 
To approve of this flick method of conveying fiat- 


tery, would difcover a mind incapable of difcerning be- 
tween its own imperfections and the infincerity of the 
author. ‘That the JorzerT has blemifhes I am fo fully 
fenfible, that a {pice of applaufe would tend to confufe 
rather than elate. Appearing as it did, under circum- 
ftances the moft unfavorable and afpects the moft in- 
aufpicious, and confidering the reception it has met, I 
have far greater caufe for encouragement than defpair, 
amid the cruel afperity of remarks, the thorn over which, 
the fteady foot alone can walk unhurt. 

Unknown in the literary world, I have volunteered 
without a commiffion. IfI fucceed, I hefitate net to 
promife myfelf juftice from my peers: but if I fall, 
this folace fhall follow my name back to obfcurity, that 
the caufe to which my fervices were devoted, was wor- 
thy a perfonage more honorable and profperous, and 
a life more durable and happy. EDITOR. 











